Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, February 25th, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
Today there are gyms for people who use wheelchairs.  These people can lift weights or get a tan.  Teams of people can get together for a game of basketball.  Being in a wheelchair doesn’t have to mean just sitting around!
Which of the following is the main idea of the paragraph?
a.  some people use wheelchairs
b.  people in wheelchairs can exercise
c.  how to work out for good health
d.  how lift weights on special machines
What is one supporting detail?
	Vocabulary

      The oldest false teeth are almost three thousand years old.  They were found on the body of a deceased person in an old grave.  The teeth were strung together with gold wire.

What does the word deceased mean in the sentence above?

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar
What is an action verb?

Underline the action verb in the sentences below.

Tyler swam faster than anyone else at camp.  

Alicia calculated the score in her head.
	Conventions
1 Carl Hiaasen is a famous author who uses writing to expose injustices. 2 All of his books deal with corruption, deceit, or greed. 3 Hiaasen has published nineteen books so far. 4 He published his first one in 1986.

Which sentence correctly combines sentences 3 and 4?

a.  Hiaasen has published nineteen books so far, he published his fi rst one in 1986.

b.  Hiaasen, who has published nineteen books so far, published his first one in 1986. 

c.  Hiaasen, who has published nineteen books so far, he published his first one in1986.

d.  Hiaasen has published nineteen books so far, which he published his first one in 1986.




Tuesday, February 26th, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion
     The Baseball Hall of Fame is in Cooperstown, New York.  This site was chosen because it is where Abner Doubleday said that he invented the game in 1839.  But baseball began in England.  It started from a game called rounders.  The word baseball is mentioned in English books as early as 1798.  
Are the underlined sentences fact or opinions?

What makes them fact or opinions?
	Vocabulary

Sir Roberts Peel formed a special police force in London to fight crime.  It was so effective that other towns started special forces, too.  These police officers were now called bobbies, for Sir Robert’s nickname.
What does the word effective mean in the paragraph above?
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar
Underline the action verb in each sentence.
1.  Yellowstone covers more than two million acres of land.
2.  Its boundaries reach into three states.
3.  The park features thousands of hot springs.
4.  Some hot springs shoot columns of water and steam into the air.

5.  We call them geysers.
	Conventions
He also writes weekly Editorials for The Miami Herald.

Which word should not be capitalized in the sentence above?  Explain.




Wednesday, February 27th, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Sequence
The Red Mulberry species of tree grows purple fruit that birds and some people enjoy. However, the berries are not the only useful part of this tree. Choctaw Indians knew how to make cloaks from the bark of the Red Mulberry tree. The stringy bark would be dried first. Then they would beat it and bleach it. Finally, they would spin and weave the strong fibers. After all that hard work, they could finish making a cloak. Who would have thought there could be clothing made from tree bark?
Put these sentences in order. 

The Red Mulberry tree was once used for making cloaks.

The Choctaw women dried the tree bark.

The tree's fibers were spun and woven into a cloak.

The bark was beaten and bleached.


	Vocabulary

The bits of paper thrown during parades are called confetti.  This world means “candy.”  Once people threw candy during festive and merry events.  Now we throw paper.
What does the word festive mean?
a.  worn        b.  tasty         c.  smooth        d.  jolly
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate action verb.
Michael _________ the computer.
The baby _________ loudly.
We ____________ three flights of stairs.
Carly _________ better than I do.
The peanut butter cookies ________ because they were in the oven too long.
	Conventions
9 These first ovens were very big they weighed over 700 pounds and stood about five feet tall.
Choose the version of sentence 9 that best corrects the error in sentence structure.

A Standing about five feet tall, these first ovens were very big, weighed over 700 pounds.

B Weighed over 700 pounds and stood about five feet tall, these first ovens were very big.

C These first ovens they were very big, weighing over 700 pounds and stood about five feet tall.

D These first ovens were very big, weighing over 700 pounds and standing about five feet tall.


Thursday, February 28th, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Drawing Conclusions
      When the United States was new, most people lived on farms.  About 95 out of every 100 people made their living by growing food.  They ate the food they grew and sold only about 2 out of every 100 people are farmers.

From this story, you can tell….
A.  Americans have been eating less and less.
B.  Americans have been moving away from farms.
C.  Americans have been moving out of towns and cities.
D.  Americans have been buying more farmland.
	Vocabulary

Do you like to hear the booming of thunder?  Go to a place called Boga.  People there hear thunder about 332 days of each year.
What does the word booming mean in the paragraph above.

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate action verb.

1.  The doctor’s office ________ at five o’ clock.
2.  A wave _________ Cameron off his feet.
3.  She _________ a beautiful mural on the park wall.
4.  The hall door ____________ because of the strong wing.

	Conventions
11 They cost nearly three thousand dollars. 12 Because of their akward size and high price, microwave ovens were not common in households until the late 1970s when they became afordable to the average consumer.

In the sentences above, which two words are spelled incorrectly?




