Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, April 29, 2013 
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
What do you get when you cross a robot and an astronaut? A Robonaut! Robonauts are robot helpers designed to work side-by-side with astronauts. Work on the first Robonaut began in 1997, and by 2002 Robonaut B was revealed to the public. Robonaut B may have featured interchangeable lower bodies, like four-wheel mode or hydraulic legs, but scientists and engineers continued to improve Robonaut. In February of 2010, Robonaut 2 was released to the public. Robonaut 2 moved four times faster than the first Robonaut. An advanced version of Robonaut 2 was finally tested in outer space in 2011. Robonaut functioned exactly as designed.
What is the main idea of this paragraph


	Vocabulary
National Railways spokesman Jochen Goovaerts described the wreck as a lateral collision, contradicting initial reports that the trains smashed head-on.
What does the word contradicting mean in the sentence above.
Underline context clues that helped you determine the definition.

	Grammar: Verb tense agreement
1) After he (work/worked/working) for 30 years my grandpa finally retired from the police force.
2) When I played baseball, I could (throw/threw/throwed) a baseball 92 mile per hour. 
3) Unfortunately I could not afford to keep my ‘57 Chevy, so I had to (sold/sale/sell) it. I miss that poor old girl.
	Conventions
1) Well, its another rainy day. I wonder what 2) I will do? First, I think I’ll take a walk around the neighborhood to stretch my legs. 3) Second I’ll cook a big breakfast 4) with toast fruit eggs and bacon. After that, I might mow my 5) lawn; it’s getting pretty long. I’m not sure what I’ll do after that.
How would you correct the error in segment 1?




Tuesday, April 30, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Setting
This was the biggest day of Jamal’s life. All he could think about were those late nights studying in the library, and how they finally paid off. As he stood there in his cap and gown and waited to walk across the stage, it finally hit him; he was about to be the first person in his family to earn a college degree.
Where does this passage most likely take place?

A. Graduation ceremony 
B. College gymnasium 

C. At a play
D. A wedding
Explain:


	Vocabulary

Champ is such a great public speaker that he tells his stories with incredible eloquence and grace.

In this sentence, eloquence means: 
a) Smoothness 
b) Arrogance

c) Poor pronunciation

d) Irony 
Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what conduct meant. 


	Word Usage: Then and Than
Then is an adverb of time…Than is a conjunction used in comparison 

1. My elbow hurt more now (than/then) it did two weeks ago.

2. He thought that he could do the surgery better (than/then) I could.

3. You go first, (than/then) I’ll go.

4. I’d much rather kiss a shark (than/then) go to work on Christmas.
	Conventions
1) Well, its another rainy day. I wonder what 2) I will do? First, I think I’ll take a walk around the neighborhood to stretch my legs. 3) Second I’ll cook a big breakfast 4) with toast fruit eggs and bacon. After that, I might mow my 5) lawn; it’s getting pretty long. I’m not sure what I’ll do after that.

How would you correct the error in segment 2?




Wednesday May 1, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Making conclusions
Video gaming is one of the largest industries in America. Each day more and more children are getting addicted to video games. There have been many video game opponents accusing the industry of becoming too violent. It is not uncommon to play a shoot'em up game where ten people are getting killed every minute. Yet, despite pressures of society to eliminate violent video games, as each day passes, more gamers are getting hooked.

What conclusions can you draw about the video game industry?

a) As time goes on more and more children will play video games

b) As time goes on the video game industry will lose money

c) As time goes on more parents will prevent their children from playing violent video games

d) As time goes on, pressure to make games less violent will decrease the number of shooting games
	Vocabulary
Son, back in my day, when had pen pals we couldn’t write emails. We had to correspond by writing letters with our own little hands. 

What does the word correspond mean in sentence the above?

Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what dye meant. 



	Word Usage: Its and It’s
1. (It’s/Its) time to go.
2. DON”T give up, (it’s/its)
3. Does your dog have all of (it’s/its) shots?
4. I’m not sure of that path’s origin, but I’m positive that (it’s/its) not the right one
	Conventions
1) Well, its another rainy day. I wonder what 2) I will do? First, I think I’ll take a walk around the neighborhood to stretch my legs. 3) Second I’ll cook a big breakfast 4) with toast fruit eggs and bacon. After that, I might mow my 5) lawn; it’s getting pretty long. I’m not sure what I’ll do after that.

How would you correct the error in segment 3?


Thursday, May 2, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Making Conclusions
Today I was late for my volleyball game. Mom pulled the car over several times to study the map she had printed off the Internet. Mom even made me go into a convenience store to see if I could get some help in there. When we finally got to the gym, the girls on my team were almost finished warming up

Which of these conclusions can the reader draw based on the passage? 

1. The girl was not an important player on her team. 

2. coach was angry when the athlete showed up late. 

3. The girl and her mom had car trouble on the way to the game. 

4. The girl and her mom got lost on the way to the game. 


	Vocabulary

Can you use the credit card to buy a virtual hat for your Xbox avatar? No that’s frivolous and silly! 
What does the word Frivolous mean in the sentence above?

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Correcting Pittsburghese
Correct the grammar in following sentences that Pittsburghers are likely to say.

1) "Yinz gotta be loose to rilly speak Pittsburghese."

2) “Dude, your momma makes the best pierogies in all of Picksburgh”

3) “If yinz, kids are having trouble wit them chop sticks, put some gum bands on em.”
	Conventions
1) Well, its another rainy day. I wonder what 2) I will do? First, I think I’ll take a walk around the neighborhood to stretch my legs. 3) Second I’ll cook a big breakfast 4) with toast fruit eggs and bacon. After that, I might mow my 5) lawn; it’s getting pretty long. I’m not sure what I’ll do after that.

How would you correct the error in segment 4?




Friday, May 3, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Theme
The family dog hid behind the sofa as a storm roared outside. There was lightning and thunder. The dog whimpered each time it heard the thunder. Dad tried to coax the dog out, but it wasn't going anywhere.
You can guess that __________. 

1. Dad was afraid of storms 

2. The dog was playing hide and seek 

3. Storms made the dog afraid 
4. The dog was smelling a mouse and waiting for it to come out.

	Vocabulary

NASA recently had to change the rocket fuel that they use in their rockets because the newer propellant gives the rockets a much better lift into space.
What does the word propellant mean as used in the above sentence?

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?



	Double Negative
Rewrite the sentences so that there is not a double negative.

1. I don’t know why she is so mad at me. I never did nothing to her.
2. But Mom, I didn’t do nothing.
3. People said I ain’t never had a chance to go to college, now I am graduating.


	Conventions
1) Well, its another rainy day. I wonder what 2) I will do? First, I think I’ll take a walk around the neighborhood to stretch my legs. 3) Second I’ll cook a big breakfast 4) with toast fruit eggs and bacon. After that, I might mow my 5) lawn; it’s getting pretty long. I’m not sure what I’ll do after that.

How would you correct the error in segment 5?




