Name_____________________________________________________________

Eighth Grade is bound for something GREATER! (
Monday, August 20, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea

The tiny Pekingese can live to be 20 years old.  The giant Saint Bernard rarely lives as long as 14 years.  Small dogs usually live longer than big dogs.

What is the main idea of the passage above? (What did the author want you to know most about?)


	Vocabulary

The surface was marred by deep scratches and marks.

What does the word marred mean in the sentence above?

	Grammar

What is a common noun?

What is a proper noun?

List one common and one proper noun.


	Proofreading

Add punctuation to the sentences below to make them complete.

The boys will bring tents clothing fishing equipment and whatever else they need




Tuesday, August 21, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion

If you are afraid of snakes, maybe it’s because you don’t know much about these interesting animals.  There are more than 2, 400 different kinds of snakes.  They live on every continent of the world except Antartica.  They come in all sizes.  The largest snake ever measured was a python that was 32 feet long.  One of the smallest is the thread snake, which is only about 4 inches long.

Write two facts you found in the above passage.

1.

2.

How do you know they are facts?


	Vocabulary

Typhoons develop over warm ocean water.  They are made of heavy rains and strong, swirling winds.  The winds can reach two hundred miles per hour.

What does the word typhoons mean in the sentence above?

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Write two common nouns that begin with each letter.

a:_____________________________________

j:_____________________________________

q:_____________________________________

p:______________________________________

v:______________________________________


	Proofreading

Add punctuation to the sentences below to make them complete.

Elliot how have you been




Wednesday, August 22, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Sequence

George Washington Carver was a famous U.S. scientist.  He was born in Missouri and later went to school in Iowa.  Then he became a teacher at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.  While he was teaching, he also did experiments with crops.  He found hundreds of uses for peanuts, sweet potatoes, and soybeans.  When he died in 1943, he was known all over the world for his discoveries.  Ten years later, the home where he was born became a national monument.

Put the events in order.

_____Carver made many discoveries.

_____Carver’s home became a national monument.

_____Carver became a teacher at the Tuskegee Institute.


	Vocabulary

Rosa Lee Parks is a notable figure in the civil rights movement.   She refused to obey the law that said black people must sit in the back of the bus.  She won a medal for her courage.
What does the word notable mean in the paragraph above.

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Fill in the blanks with common nouns.
The _______________ opened its ___________and ate the __________.

The _____________ dropped the ___________into the _____________.

The _____________ saw two ____________ with golden __________ 

fly over the ______________.


	Proofreading

Add punctuation to the sentences below to make them complete.

There are balls bats games and puzzles in the main hall at camp



Thursday, August 23, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Drawing Conclusions

     Don’t touch that colorful balloon floating in the sea.  It’s probably a jellyfish.  It could sting you.  Hundreds of tentacles, or long arms, hang below the “balloon.”  The jellyfish uses these arms to trap small sea animals swimming by.  Then it stings them with a strong poison from its arms.  After that it takes the animal to its mouth.  The mouth is at the center of its body.

What conclusion can you draw about a jellyfish based on the passage above?

	Vocabulary

The first telephone in the White House was installed in 1877.  Rutherford B. Hayes was president then.  He ordered the new phone.
What does the word installed mean in the paragraph above.

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Write a common noun that is a synonym for each word.
cup:__________

cat:__________

infant:__________

snack:__________
	Proofreading

Add punctuation to the sentences below to make them complete.

Yes I believe that Ann will be able to go to Rome Italy



Friday, August 24, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Making Inferences

     Foxes sleep during the day and hunt at night.  They prey on squirrels, rabbits, frogs and birds.  They also eat eggs and berries.  Although foxes often live near people, they usually stay hidden.  If a person approaches them, they will run away or climb up a tree.
What inference can you make about foxes? (Think about the FACTS).

	Vocabulary

Some people say the wolverine is the most crafty animal in the U.S.  It finds traps in the snow, and then it follows the trail to the trapper’s cabin.  There the animal eats all the food and takes away the pots and pans.
What does the word crafty mean in the paragraph above.

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Write a common noun that is an antonym for each word.
aunt:__________

father:__________

infant:__________

mountain:__________

park:__________

chair:___________
	Proofreading

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?
a. There were only three questions left when the teacher said “Okay pencils down”
b. There were only three questions left when the teacher said “Okay, pencils down.”
c. There were only three questions left when the teacher said, “Okay, pencils down.”
d. There were only three questions left when the teacher said, “Okay pencils down”



