Name:

Monday, August 27, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
The front part of the newspaper contains important stories of national and local events.  The sports pages report scores and give information about players, coaches, and teams.  The comics section makes many people laugh.
Which of the following is the main idea of the paragraph?
a.  what the front section contains
b.  where you can read about players.

c.  about different parts of a newspaper

d.  what makes people laugh.

Why is the topic sentence NOT the main idea in this paragraph?
	Vocabulary

Clowns spend much time painting their faces.  They don’t want people to copy their design.  Pictures of clowns’ faces are put in a file as a permanent record.
What does the word permanent mean in the sentence above?

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

What is a common noun? Name one example.

What is a proper noun?  Name one example.

What is a pronoun?  Name one example.

	Conventions
     1Wetlands provide people with one of the best chances to do something about pollution.  2They are home to many species.  3But perhaps more importantly wetlands provide a kind of natural pollution filter.
Which of the following is the proper punctuation for sentence 3?

a. But perhaps more importantly wetlands provide a kind of natural pollution.

b. But perhaps more importantly, wetlands provide a kind of natural pollution.

c. But perhaps more importantly; wetlands provide a kind of natural pollution.

d. But perhaps more importantly wetlands provide a kind of natural, pollution.



Tuesday, August 28, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion
     You dream each night, even though you may not remember your dreams.  While you dream, your eyes move and your heart beats faster.  Even though your brain-wave pattern changes.  Some scientists think that dreaming is important for the sake of health.  They claim that without dreams, people would go crazy.  
The two sentences underlined are opinion statements.  What makes them opinions?  Be specific.
	Vocabulary

A typical American saying is OK.  There are many stories about how this saying got started.  One story is that some writers in Boston were having fun.  They used OK to stand for “oll correct,” a misspelling of “all correct.”
What does the word typical mean in the paragraph above?
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar
Identify the bolded word as a common or proper noun.

1.  If Aunt Jenny bakes, her niece will have homemade bread for lunch.
2.  When Shelia vacuums, her yellow bird, Zeus, sings.

3.  Have you ever attended a Pittsburgh Steeler’s game at Heinz Field.

4.  When we had Linda’s birthday party, our neighbors complained that the music was too loud.
	Conventions
     1As quickly-flowing water enters natural wetlands from a river or stream, it slows down.  2As the water slow down, it loses energy and force.  3Particles like sand pebbles and silt soon settle to the bottom of the wetlands no longer carried along by the water.
Which of the following is the correct form of the verb in sentence 2?

a.  slowed                                     b.  slows

c.  slowing                                    d.  slower




Wednesday, August 29, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Sequence
Put the sentences in order from first to last.


I can't believe I have to buy new shoes already!
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After lunch, Mom and I will have to stop at our regional bank to get out some cash.
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School starts next week, and I need good shoes, so now we'll have to buy some more.
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I got these fancy canvas shoes three months ago, and now the soles are coming off.
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We will then head downtown to a specialty shoe store that carries shoes that are supposed to be tough and last a long time.


	Vocabulary

Shirley Temple won an Oscar award for her performance in the movie Bright Eyes.  She was in this movie when she was only six years old.
What does the word performance mean?
a.  youth          b.  sewing          c.  acting         d.  dinner

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Fill in the blanks with pronouns.

The cat meowed at the little girl.  _____ meowed.
Sarah and her friends went shopping.  _____ went shopping.
Will you come with Ben and me to the movies?  

Will you come with ______ ?

Lily gave the book to Justin.  ______ gave _____ to _______.

	Conventions
      1As quickly-flowing water enters natural wetlands from a river or stream, it slows down.  2As the water slow down, it loses energy and force.  3Particles like sand pebbles and silt soon settle to the bottom of the wetlands no longer carried along by the water.
Which of the following is the correct form of sentence 3?

a. Particles like sand, pebbles and silt soon settle to the bottom of the wetlands, no longer carried along by the water.

b. Particles like sand, pebbles, and silt soon settle to the bottom of the wetlands, no longer carried along by the water.

c. Particles like sand, pebbles, and silt soon settle to the bottom of the wetlands no longer carried along by the water.

d. Particles like sand pebbles and silt soon settle to the bottom of the wetlands no longer carried along by the water.


Thursday, August 30, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Drawing Conclusions
   Why do people sneeze?  Scientists aren’t sure why, but they know that sneezing can be a sign of illness.  The Greeks at one time believed that one of their gods had invented sneezing.  The early Romans believed that sneezing helped people make smart decisions.  People in Europe thought that sneezing was a symbol of good health.  So any patient who sneezed three times was always released from the hospital.
From this story, you can tell….
A.  sneezing has improved through the years.
B.  the early Greeks were the first to sneeze.
C.  ideas about sneezing have changed over time.
D.  most people sneeze only three times.
	Vocabulary

The town of Young America, Minnesota, sponsors a bed-racing contest each year.  People line up all sorts of beds on wheels.  Then they roll them down the main street toward the finish line.
What does the word sponsors mean in the paragraph above.

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Identify the bolded words as a common noun, proper noun, or pronoun.
1.  Our cat, Smokey, is a Persian cat.
2.  They were moving from Oklahoma to Tennessee for a new job.

3.  She really wanted to go back to Disneyworld for her birthday.

4.   Why do you think people staying home for dinner on Christmas?


	Conventions
     Last year, hundreds of spectators line the river banks to watch a 15-foot whale that was spotted in a city river.

What is the correct form of the verb in this sentence?

a.  lined

b.  lining

c.  lines

d.  line




Friday, August 31, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Making Inferences

   Edith Cavell was a famous British nurse.  She was the head of a hospital in Belgium.  When World War I broke out, Belgium was occupied by the Germans.  Most of the wounded soldiers brought to the hospital were Allies.  After they were well, Cavell helped them escape to safety in Holland.  The hospital became an escape route from the Germans for hundreds of soldiers.  Cavell’s secret was soon found out.  In 1915, Cavell was shot by a German firing squad.

Fact or Inference?

Cavell was nurse in World War I. ______

Belgium was occupied by the Germans.______

The Germans were angry with Cavell.______

Cavell agreed with the Allied cause.______
	Vocabulary

Long ago, a bride’s father gave all her shoes to her new husband.  This indicated that the father no longer had to care for the bride.  Today we keep this custom by tying shoes to a wedding car.

What does the word indicated mean?

a.  behaved          b.  pained          c.  prayed          d.  meant

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Grammar

Write 5 common nouns.

Write 5 proper nouns.

Write 5 pronouns.


	Conventions
When the whale turned to swim back downriver a loud cheer went up from the watching crowd.

Which version shows the correct comma placement for this sentence?

a. When the whale turned to swim, back downriver a loud cheer went up from the watching crowd.

b. When the whale turned to swim back, downriver a loud cheer went up from the watching crowd.

c. When the whale turned to swim back downriver, a loud cheer went up from the watching crowd.

d. When, the whale turned to swim back downriver, a loud cheer went up from the watching crowd.



