Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, December 10, 2012

	Skills and Strategies: Main Idea and Details

Hays is in a judicial district that includes Comal and Caldwell counties. Only one courtroom is for felony cases in San Marcos. This postpones criminal cases for lengthy periods, and civil cases have difficulty getting set at all. On Wednesday, an article in the American Statesmen noted that frustrated people are paying $300 to rent a private meeting hall to have cases heard.
The above paragraph is mostly about

a. the current state of the Hays County court system.

b. the description of the Hays County Justice Center.

c. the current population of Hays County and San Marcos.

d. the solution proposed by the Commissioners Court.
Underline one supporting detail.
	Vocabulary

Serafina listened as he told her of the rumors that had swept the town. Amid the fog of rumor, a few facts had begun to emerge clearly.
As used above, what does emerge mean?

a.  become known  b. expand     c. go away   d. decrease

Underline one detail that supports your answer choice.


	Fragments and Run-Ons

I am really looking forward to my upcoming vacation to England, I am very happy to visit Europe for the first time.

Which of the following applies to the sentence above?

a. This is a fragment.

b. There is nothing wrong with the sentence.

c. This is a run-on sentence.

d. This is a complex sentence.
	Conventions

Which sentence uses the correct capitalization?

a. Mary, Phil, and laMar are the stars of Setry High School's Adaptation of Our Town.   

b. Mary, Phil, and LaMar are the stars of setry high school's adaptation of our town. 

c. Mary, Phil, and LaMar are the stars of Setry High School's adaptation of Our Town.

d. Mary, Phil, and LaMar are the stars of Setry high school's Adaptation of Our Town.  


Tuesday, December 11, 2012

	Skills and Strategies:  Genre and Purpose

 Many people all over the world practice yoga. It is a form of exercise that relaxes the body, mind, and spirit. Yoga is more than just a stretching exercise. It is about creating balance by developing both strength and flexibility. This is done through gentle stretches, breathing practices, and deep relaxation. Yoga has the power to heal both body and mind. Scientific research has shown that the practice of yoga can prevent and cure disease by promoting excellent health and energy. Today, many busy professionals practice yoga to release stress and tension. This helps them stay focused and calm.

Where would this piece of writing most likely appear?

a. in a science journal

b. in a parenting magazine

c. in a health magazine

d. in a research paper


	Vocabulary
Upon seeing the wet, dirtied cashmere sweater-twigs and weeds sprouting from the sleeves-Floy threw her arms up in exasperation.

As used in this sentence, what does the word exasperation mean?

a. calmly   b. sadness    c. happiness     d. irritation

Underline one detail that supports your answer choice.


	Fragments and Run-Ons

The first music machines were those that we have all seen music boxes with pins that we could wind with keys. Then came larger machines with metal discs. These also came in boxes. Finally, someone developed the machines with paper rolls that could play the music of several instruments. We called them player pianos.

What is wrong with the underlined sentence?

a. It is a run-on sentence.

b. It needs a subject.

c. It is too long.

d. It is a sentence fragment.
	Conventions

The American red cross reports that blood supplies are lower in the months of December, January, and February than at any other time of the year. People do not donate as much blood during the Christmas season. 

Which part of the sentence above has a capitalization error?

a. Christmas

b. American red cross

c. December, January, and February

d. months


Wednesday, December 12, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
     Have you ever carried a stone around in your pocket? According to a tradition of the Seneca, a favorite stone can tell something about you. If your stone is smooth, it means you are gentle. A rough stone means that you follow creative ideas. Gray stone suggest that you are friendly, while brown ones mean you love nature. The shape of your stone has meaning too. A round stone says you are flexible. Is your stone oval? You are seeking a better life. 
Which of the following is the best main idea of the letter?
a. It’s good to carry stones in your pocket.
b. Stones are precious possessions. 
c. Rough stones mean creativity. 
d. Stones have meaning to the Seneca. 

	Vocabulary

People have been voting for their leaders since at least 500BC. Some of the earliest voters were ancient Greek citizens. They voted by dropping clay balls into pots for the ______________ of their choice. Centuries later, Roman citizens voted with beans. Early settlers in North America used corn kernels. In the 1800’s, people marked their choices on paper ballots. By 1892, voters were using machines with levers, and in the 1960’s punch cards became common. Today, electronic voting is becoming widespread. 
The best word for the blank in this paragraph is
a. candidates     
b. elections
c. stew
d. authentic 
In this paragraph the word ballot must mean
a. A song sung by wandering groups

b. A kind of dance on toe shoes

c. A printed page for a registered vote

d. A pen used by people when voting



	Figurative Language
Alice looked at the clock. Time was running out. If she didn’t get an A on this test, she was dead. She looked down at her desk. The words swam before her eyes. She looked up at the clock again. Its face was smirking at her knowingly. “I’m going as fast as I can!” she thought angrily. She chewed on her pencil eraser. The rubber tasted like salt. “I’m too tired for this,” she though. She stretched her arms overhead like a palm tree. 
Read the following sentence from the passage. “If she didn’t get an A on this test, she was dead.”
This sentence contains which type of figurative language?
a. a simile.

b. a metaphor.

c. an idiom.

d. a hyperbole.
Find two examples of a simile in the passage above and write them below.


	Conventions
Which of the following sentences is punctuated correctly?
A “Whales are mammal, not fish.” stated Jack. 
B. “Is this right,” asked George?

C. “Look out below!” shouted Ricky. 

D. Paul said,” Apple juice is better than orange juice,”



Thursday, December 13, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion
Which of the following statements expresses an opinion?
A. Luis and Kevin were on their way to band practice.

B. I’ve been playing the clarinet for three years now.

C. Kevin played the clarinet.

D. But you’re so good at playing the clarinet

Which of the following state a fact?

A. It has 116 state parks and 19 state forests. 

B. These are perfect for those who love camping and hiking.

C. Ski enthusiasts flock to the Poconos for the best skiing around.

D. The state has glorious mountains. 

	Vocabulary

Kevin and Deka were enjoying their first meal in a French restaurant with Deka’s parents, the Porters. After they placed their order, the waiter informed them that the chef was preparing a fresh batch of steaming hot bouillabaisse, and that he would bring them two bowls as soon as it was ready. Deka was so excited at the prospect of tasting authentic French food, she didn’t mind waiting. 
As used in the passage above, what is bouillabaisse?
a. A French shoe
b. A very thick cut of meat
c. A type of stew
d. A brand of ice cream
How do you know? Circle some key words that help prove your answer.


	Figurative Language
Read the sentence below. 

“John imagined them huffing puffing as they struggled to get their large packages home.”

What kind of imagery does the author use in this passage?

A. Visual imagery

B. Imagery of smell

C. Animal imagery

D. allusion


	Conventions
Which of the following sentences is punctuated correctly?

A. Jean is driving to Toronto, Louis is walking to Memphis.

B. Jean is driving to Toronto Louis is walking to Memphis.

C. Jean is driving to Toronto; Louis is walking to Memphis.

D. Jean is driving to Toronto; Louis is walking to Memphis.



Friday, December 14, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Sequence
      Jim and Kevin were having dinner at Kevin’s house. They volunteered to make the dessert, and decided to bake cookies. Kevin’s mom gave them a recipe and preheated the oven to 350 degrees. 

       First Jim combined butter, sugar, eggs, and vanilla in a large bowl. Then Kevin added flour and baking soda to the butter mixture. Next they added oatmeal followed by chocolate chips. Finally, they were ready to put the cookies on the cookie sheet, which they put in the hot oven. 

      The cookies had to bake for 15 minutes and then they were ready. Kevin and Jim each tried one, and they were delicious. 
According to the passage, which of the following do Kevin and Jim do first?
a. add oatmeal to the cookie batter
b. combine butter, sugar, eggs, and vanilla
c. eat a cookie
d. preheat the cookie sheet
Which of the following details would be the best one to add to the third paragraph?
a. Jim poured the flour into a measuring cup.
b. Jim and Kevin often ate dinner together.
c. Kevin’s mom’s recipe was legendary.
d. A bell sounded when the cookies were done. 

	Vocabulary

In Social Studies, all of the students had to choose a career and create a class presentation for that career. Deka chose to research paleontology. She found dinosaurs fascinating and fossils of all kinds were extremely interesting to her. The study of bones brought history to life, and she could imagine herself happily employed as a paleontologist. 
As used in the passage above, what is paleontology?

A. A history career

B. The study of fossils

C. The study of careers

D. A synonym for bones

As used in the passage above, what the word fossil mean?

A. Remains from a much earlier era

B. Historical document

C. Ancient buildings

D. A kind of dinosaur


	Figurative Language

In biology the class was studying human physiology, and learning the names of the bones in the human skeleton. Ariel had been studying for the test they had coming up next week. Their teacher was quizzing them. 

“Ariel, what is the longest bone in the human body?”

Sure of herself, Ariel replied, “The fever.”

Ms. Claret said,” A rose by any other name would smell as sweet,’ as they say. I believe you meant femur, Ariel. Very good.” She smiled a mysterious Mona Lisa smile. 

Which sentence from the passage contains an allusion?

A. “Their teacher was quizzing them.”
B. “Ms. Claret said,  “A rose by any other name would smell so sweet,” as they say.”
C. “Sure of herself, Ariel replied,” The fever.”
D. “Ariel had been studying for the test they had coming up next week,”
	Conventions
Which sentence contains a contraction?

A Harold lets the dog sleep at the foot of his bed. 
B. Rose’s hate blew off in the wind.

C. Things could’ve turned out much worse. 

D. The garbage can lost its lid. 


