Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, December 17, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Theme

Immensity by A. Gautam

When I gaze at the stars
scattered across a dark plate
like a million bits of popcorn,
my fingers lose the count.
When I look at the mountain top—
pounds of vanilla ice-cream 
scooped on a big rock,
first my hat drops, then my jaw.
And next to the ocean shore
a deep bowl of blue Kool-Aid, 
I shrink with the ant.
In the vast universe,
I am as small as small can be.

What is the theme of the poem above?

a. Do not be afraid of the things that make you shrink.

b. Humans are small compared to the universe.

c. Humans are afraid of things that are immense.

d. Authors often compare themselves to the universe.


	Vocabulary
The winding key was still revolving, but more and more slowly.  The melody faltered. Another few widely spaced notes plinked, and then it stopped.
As used above, what does faltered mean?

a. continued strongly    b. continued weakly     c. stopped    d. ran faster

Underline one detail that supports your answer choice.


	Fragments and Run-Ons

Wait a few more minutes they said they would be here within an hour.

What is the best way to change the sentence above?
a. Wait a few more minutes, although they said they would be here within an hour.

b. It's correct as is.

c. Wait a few more minutes; they said they would be here within an hour.

d. Wait a few more minutes, they said they would be here within an hour.
	Conventions

Which of the underlined words below is spelled incorrectly? Circle it, and then write the correct spelling.

Generally, I stay out of debates concerning the goverment and foreign policy.




Tuesday, December 18, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
There is a common belief that while the dog is man’s best friend, the coyote is his worst enemy. The bad reputation of the coyote traces back to his fondness for small animals; he hunts at night and is particularly destructive to sheep, young pigs, and poultry. Yet it is sometimes wise to encourage coyotes. Provided valuable farm animals are protected, the coyote will often free the property of other animals, like rabbits, which are ruinous to

crops and certain trees. He is especially beneficial in keeping down the rodent population.  Where coyotes have been allowed to do their work without molestation, ranchers and fruit growers have found them so valuable that they would no more shoot them than they would

shoot their dogs.
Which statement best states the main idea of this paragraph?
a. Under certain conditions the coyote is helpful to man.

b. The coyote is feared because of his fondness for small animals

c. Modern ranchers would no sooner shoot coyotes than they would shoot dogs.

d. The coyote usually prefers rabbits and other rodents to sheep and poultry.
Underline one supporting detail


	Vocabulary

Tommy saw the ladder fall and yelled to his dad and tried to prevent the ladder from falling but to no avail, he couldn’t prevent them both from falling.  Luckily Tommy’s dad was able to jump off the ladder and got away with just a few cuts and some bruises.  
What does the word avail mean?
a. distraction         b.  hibernation     c.  chance        d.  help
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Grammar
Circle the correct word to complete each sentence below.
1. The wind ______________ the newspaper right out of my hands. (blue, blew)

2. _______________ sister will walk you home from school. (You’re, Your)

3. Maggie will _______________ a story in her notebook? (write, right)

4. Can you help me find ________________ shoes? (their, they’re)

5. There is a ________________ in my left sock. (hole, whole)

	Conventions
1 Have you ever seen a flying squirrel? 2 Flying squirrels are unusual creatures. 3 First of all, they can’t really fly; however, they can glide distances up to 30 or 60 feet. 4 A fold of skin on each side of a flying squirrel’s body connects its front and back legs. 5 With its legs spread out, the flying squirrel use this extra skin as wings. 6 Although these squirrels can’t defy gravity to reach a higher level than the one from which they start, they can gracefully glide downward. 7 Even though flying squirrels’ bodies are fairly small, five to six inches in length, their tails are long. 8 They use these lengthy tails as rudders to control a glide’s direction. 9 Also, while other North American squirrels are active during the day, flying squirrels are nocturnal. 10 Nocturnal predators can pose significant problems for them. 11 Making use of their large eyes, flying squirrels constantly are on the lookout for owls. 12 Who often prey on them.  
Which is the correct form of the verb use in sentence 5?
a.  Used

b. Using

c. Uses

d. Has used

Explain why you chose that form of the verb.




Wednesday, December 19, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Fact/Opinion

Which of the following statements is an opinion?

a. Yasuo Kuniyoshi visited Europe in 1925 and in 1928.

b. Yasuo Kuniyoshi was one of the most talented artists of modern times.

c. Yasuo Kuniyoshi work has been described as Asian in spirit but Western in technique, with an inclination toward somber color

d. Yasuo Kuniyoshi studied art in Los Angeles and at the Art Students League in New York City.

	Vocabulary
Maniac knew what the rest of them didn’t; the hardest part was yet to come.  He had to find the right routes to untangle the mess, or it would just close up again like a rock and probably stay that way forever.  He would need the touch of a surgeon, the alertness of an owl, the cunning of three foxes, and the foresight of a grand master in chess.
As used above, what does foresight means?

a. see behind    b. say opposite     c. predict     d. shout loudly

	Fragments and Run-Ons

Which of the following is an example of a run-on sentence? Explain.

a. After two weeks of being out of town, Roy was anxious to get home, but he was still too tired to go back to work.

b. Jerry and George didn't want to race but Elaine insisted that they run.

c. Lupe spent most of the day staring at the traffic outside of her window because of her broken foot, but she still had a pretty full day.

d. The waiter dropped the soup on my mom's lap, and when she jumped up, he immediately started to apologize, so at the end of the night, the meal was free.
	Conventions

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

a. The three, largest cities, in the state of Texas are Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio

b. The three largest cities in the state of Texas are Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio.

c. The three largest cities, in the state of Texas, are Dallas, Houston and San Antonio

d. The three, largest cities in the state of Texas are Dallas Houston, and San Antonio.


Thursday, December 20, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Supporting details
 In the town was a well. The people lined up there every day to get water. Some children would get water at the well. They would get it to sell. The water from the well did not smell. It was fresh. At the top of the well was a bell. A string went from the bell into the well. If someone fell into the well, they could ring the bell. They could also yell. Then, someone would come and tell them how to get out of the well.
Circle any details above that support this statement:
          If you fell into the well odds are you would be lifted to safety

Underline any details above that support this statement:

         Children would get water from the well because it doesn’t smell and they would like to sell it.


	Vocabulary

If you were ever take a trip to Antarctica you would see how desolate its population is.  Even if you were just going to see what animals were there you would be very disappointed by how little life is actually there.
What does the word desolate mean in the sentence above?

a. Dismal
b. Large
c. Bright
d. Smart
Underline one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Grammar
Underline the verb in each sentence and write down which tense it is being used in on the line.  (past, present, future)
1.  He will cross the finish line first if he is able to maintain his position.  ________________

2. John scored the winning basket as time expired.  _____________
3. Milan will be late for class because she is finishing up her math test.  ________________

4. Malikqua graduated with honors from Frostburg High School and will be attending Slippery Rock University in the fall.___________

5. Zach is walking in the 5K tomorrow to support the cancer foundation that his friend is a part of.  __________________

	Conventions
1 Have you ever seen a flying squirrel? 2 Flying squirrels are unusual creatures. 3 First of all, they can’t really fly; however, they can glide distances up to 30 or 60 feet. 4 A fold of skin on each side of a flying squirrel’s body connects its front and back legs. 5 With its legs spread out, the flying squirrel use this extra skin as wings. 6 Although these squirrels can’t defy gravity to reach a higher level than the one from which they start, they can gracefully glide downward. 7 Even though flying squirrels’ bodies are fairly small, five to six inches in length, their tails are long. 8 They use these lengthy tails as rudders to control a glide’s direction. 9 Also, while other North American squirrels are active during the day, flying squirrels are nocturnal. 10 Nocturnal predators can pose significant problems for them. 11 Making use of their large eyes, flying squirrels constantly are on the lookout for owls. 12 Who often prey on them.  
Which word or phrase could replace the word Also, in sentence 9, without changing the meaning of the sentence?

a. Consequently

b. Nevertheless

c. In addition

d. For example




Friday, December 21, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Making Inferences

Tommy and John were hot and sweaty as they sat outside the principal’s office.  Dirt smeared both of their faces, and they could hear their teacher’s voice as she gave Mr. Jones her account of what had happened.  Tommy sneered at John, and John returned the angry glare.  As Miss Brown left Mr. Jones’ office, the boys hung their heads so they wouldn’t have to look her in the eye.
 
From this paragraph you can infer that,

a.  Tommy and John had disappointed their teacher

b.  Tommy and John are sworn enemies

c.  The principal, known for being hard on students, would yell at them both

d.  Tommy and John did nothing wrong


	Vocabulary

When the new guy comes to school most ladies are vying for their attention because they are the new.  This is when most gentlemen decide that they do not like the new guy because of how the ladies are acting towards him.
What does the word vying (to vie) mean in the sentence above?

a. compete
b. flaunt
c. cry
d. discovers 
What is one clue that helped you determine the definition?


	Grammar
Directions: For each sentence, write their, they're, or there in the blank line.
1. Nathan ate dinner at _______________ house.

2. Carter said _______________ coming over tonight.

3. Olivia set up the computer over _______________.

4. My friends cannot find _______________ jackets.

5. _______________ are four squirrels in the yard.

	Conventions
1 Have you ever seen a flying squirrel? 2 Flying squirrels are unusual creatures. 3 First of all, they can’t really fly; however, they can glide distances up to 30 or 60 feet. 4 A fold of skin on each side of a flying squirrel’s body connects its front and back legs. 5 With its legs spread out, the flying squirrel use this extra skin as wings. 6 Although these squirrels can’t defy gravity to reach a higher level than the one from which they start, they can gracefully glide downward. 7 Even though flying squirrels’ bodies are fairly small, five to six inches in length, their tails are long. 8 They use these lengthy tails as rudders to control a glide’s direction. 9 Also, while other North American squirrels are active during the day, flying squirrels are nocturnal. 10 Nocturnal predators can pose significant problems for them. 11 Making use of their large eyes, flying squirrels constantly are on the lookout for owls. 12 Who often prey on them.  
Which is the best revision to make sentence 12 a complete sentence?

a. Owls prey often.

b. Owls are often prey for them.

c. Owls often prey for flying squirrels.

d. Owls often prey upon flying squirrels.

Explain why you chose that sentence.




