Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, January 14, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Author’s Purpose
The iPod is a digital music player designed and manufactured by Apple Computer.  In just a few short years, it has become a very popular device for listening to music.  In fact, it has changed the way people all over the world listen to music.  The first iPod when on the market in 2001.  It weighed 6.5 ounces and held about 1,000 songs.  It was an engineering marvel.
According to the passage, the iPod has changed
a) The fortunes of Apple Computer

b) The way people listen to music

c) The public’s taste in music

d) The way cell phones function
	Vocabulary

Chris took her time strolling through the park.
What does the word strolling mean in the sentence above?

a) Walking slowly
b) Running

c) Crawling

d) Jumping 

Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what ornate meant. 



	Grammar: Conjunctions
Circle the correct coordinating conjunction to complete each sentence.  
Jenna planned to ski (and    but) to get some rest.

We will not travel to Spain, (and   nor) will we go to Italy.

We can print the room baby blue (so   or) lemon yellow.
	Conventions:  Spelling and Capitalization
You might not realize it, but Pennsylvania’s state parks have only existed since the late 19th century.  Valley forge was the first state Park in Pennsylvania.  The land, originally George Washington’s encampment during the american revolution, was first bought by private citizens in 1878.  At the time, the timber industry and forest fires were thinning out Pennsylvania’s woodlands, causing many people to become concerned about their fate.  Governor Robert E. Pattison made Valley Forge a state park by signing Act 130 in May 1893.  To this day, many familys enjoy Valley Forge.  You can find a lot of interesting information on Valley Forge and other State Parks on the website for the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, an extremely interesting source.

Rewrite the bold and underlined sentence above correctly.



Tuesday, January 15, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Identifying Bias
The iPod was a product of rapid forethought and speedy planning.  It was developed by Apple in just six months, faster than Apple has developed any other major product in history.  Tony Fadell, one of Apple’s engineers, led a team of 35 people to create the device.  The team designed the iPod around a version of the microprocessor used in cell phones.  They combined the microprocessor with cell phone software to come up with the iPod.
Which is the best effect of the author’s bias in the article?
a) It makes the reader curious to try the iPod.
b) The author will most likely sell a lot of iPods.

c) The reader realizes the importance of new products.

d) The author makes a good case for listening to music.
	Vocabulary

Quietly, she crept out of her room and down the stairs.  The house felt eerily quiet.
What does the word eerily mean in the sentence above?
a) Creepily
b) Happily

c) Wonderfully

d) Quiet
Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what conduct meant. 


	Grammar: Conjunctions
Insert the correct conjunction or preposition that correctly completes each sentence.  Use the words from the box.
Without         |      Unless      |       Like       |       As if      |     As

Justin found it difficult to see the board ___________________ his glasses.
_______________ you put on this coat, you will get wet in the rain.

Elena looks _____________________ she has been up all night studying.
	Conventions:  Spelling and Capitalization

You might not realize it, but Pennsylvania’s state parks have only existed since the late 19th century.  Valley forge was the first state Park in Pennsylvania.  The land, originally George Washington’s encampment during the american revolution, was first bought by private citizens in 1878.  At the time, the timber industry and forest fires were thinning out Pennsylvania’s woodlands, causing many people to become concerned about their fate.  Governor Robert E. Pattison made Valley Forge a state park by signing Act 130 in May 1893.  To this day, many familys enjoy Valley Forge.  You can find a lot of interesting information on Valley Forge and other State Parks on the website for the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, an extremely interesting source.

Rewrite the bold and underlined sentence above correctly.




Wednesday, January 16, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Points of View
We put a significant tax relief package in place right at the right time.  Our economy was beginning to slow down… And when the economy slows down, it makes sense to cut taxes…I think raising taxes in the midst of a recession is wrong economic policy.  It would be a huge mistake, it’s bad for American workers…[and it hurts] when it comes to creating jobs.

President George W. Bush, January 16, 2002

Why did President Bush support a tax cut?
a) He hoped to reduce the national debt.
b) He thought it would boost the economy.
c) He wanted to cut incomes.
d) He wanted to hire more civil servants.

	Vocabulary

The cat bounded off the countertop onto the floor.  She landed dexterously in a small pile of sugar.
What does the word dexterously mean in the sentence above?

a) Happily
b) Quickly

c) Skillfully

d) Clumsily

Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what dye meant. 



	Grammar: Conjunctions
Circle the correct coordinating conjunction to complete each sentence.  

It is raining outside, (so   for) we won’t go to the beach.

We can’t get into the museum today, (but   so ) we can return tomorrow.

Kayla couldn’t find her cat, (but   nor) did she have any idea where it might have gone. 
	Conventions:  Spelling and Capitalization

You might not realize it, but Pennsylvania’s state parks have only existed since the late 19th century.  Valley forge was the first state Park in Pennsylvania.  The land, originally George Washington’s encampment during the american revolution, was first bought by private citizens in 1878.  At the time, the timber industry and forest fires were thinning out Pennsylvania’s woodlands, causing many people to become concerned about their fate.  Governor Robert E. Pattison made Valley Forge a state park by signing Act 130 in May 1893.  To this day, many familys enjoys Valley Forge.  You can find a lot of interesting information on Valley Forge and other State Parks on the website for the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, an extremely interesting source.

Rewrite the bold and underlined sentence above correctly.




Thursday, January 17, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Point of View
Because Congress [approved] the President’s tax-cut request, the federal revenues we will need in order to deal with the current crisis [the terrorism threat that followed 9/11] will not be there.  Unless we act, Federal revenues will be more than $100 billion lower than they would have been over the next 10 years because the President persuaded Congress to reduce the tax rate.
Congressman Barney Frank, Nov. 11, 2001

Congressman Frank opposed a tax cut because he thought the government –
a) Had to rev up the economy
b) Needed money for homeland security

c) Need to give more help to farmers

d) Needed to improve the public schools

	Vocabulary

LaMar Woodley had surgery for a torn hamstring that curtailed his playing time.
What does the word adept mean in the sentence above?
a) Extended

b) Examined

c) Shortened

d) Unusual

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Grammar: Conjunctions

Insert the correct conjunction or preposition that correctly completes each sentence.  Use the words from the box.

Without         |      Unless      |       Like       |       As if      |     As

No one should go outside in the snow ___________________ boots.

That lion looks ______________________ my cat.

We sent a small gift _________________________ a special thank-you to out coach.


	Conventions:  Spelling and Capitalization

You might not realize it, but Pennsylvania’s state parks have only existed since the late 19th century.  Valley forge was the first state Park in Pennsylvania.  The land, originally George Washington’s encampment during the 
merican revolution, was first bought by private citizens in 1878.  At the time, the timber industry and forest fires were thinning out Pennsylvania’s woodlands, causing many people to become concerned about their fate.  Governor Robert E. Pattison made Valley Forge a state park by signing Act 130 in May 1893.  To this day, many familys enjoy Valley Forge.  You can find a lot of interesting information on Valley Forge and other State Parks on the website for the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, an extremely interesting source.

Rewrite the bold and underlined sentence above correctly.




Friday, January 18, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Making Inferences

   On January 2, 2007, Wesley Autrey was standing in a subway station in New York City with his two daughters.  As they waited for their train to arrive, a youn man next to them had a seizure.  Autrey watched as the man stumbled off the subway platform and onto the grimy subway tracks.  In the distance, Autrey could see the lights of a subway train hurtling toward the man.  He knew that this would definitely be a lethal situation if he didn’t do something.  While a crowd of bystanders looked on, Autrey jumped off the platform.  He tried to lift the man back onto the platform, but there was not enough time:  the train was moving too quickly.  Thinking fast, Autrey made an astute decision to move the man between the tracks.  As the train approached, Autrey dropped to the ground and protected the young man with his body.  He continued to hold the man down as the subway rushed over them, a mere inch above his head.  If it weren’t for Autrey’s bravery, the young man would have certainly been a casualty. .

Why, most likely, did Autrey move the young man to between the tracks?

a. The train conductor told Autrey to move the young man.

b. The high-voltage third rail wasn’t activated.

c. Both the young man and Autrey would have been crushed otherwise.

d. The train was moving on a different set of tracks.

Underline one clue in the passage to support your answer. 


	Vocabulary

Quicksand also does not possess the power of suction.  However, the vision of the hero standing knee deep in wet sand is not nearly as thrilling.

What is the definition of vision as it is used in the passage above?

a. Eyesight   

b. Ability to plan for the future

c. Something beautiful

d. Mental picture

What is one clue that helped you determine the definition?



	Literary Devices

What is a simile?

Write an ‘S’ on the line next to each sentence below that contains a simile.
____ She is as sweet as candy.

____ The bar of soap was a slippery eel.  

____ He is as thin as a rail.

____ My dad is a bear when he is hungry.


	Conventions

Edit the sentence below.
Pecos bill the gratest cowboy of all time fell out of his familys wagon and wuz left behind read the teacher to her students.




