Name:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, January 28, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
Onika Tanya Maraj (born December 8, 1982), known by her stage name Nicki Minaj is a Trinidadian-born American musician. She was born in Saint James, Trinidad and Tobago and when she was 5 years of age she moved to the New York City Borough of Queens, where she grew up.
What is the main idea of the paragraph.
a.  Nicki Minaj’s real name is Onika 
b. Nicki Minaj is from Trinidad, but lived in Queens Borough, New York

c. Nicki Minaj was not born in the United States

d. To remind you that her 30th birthday is on December 8th this year, and to make sure you get her a card.
Underline one supporting detail


	Vocabulary

After years working for Eli Lilly, Brad Stevens quit his high paying job, because that particular vocation was not for him. He later went on to become the head coach for the Butler Bulldogs Basketball team.
What does the word vocation mean in the sentence above?

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Grammar: adverbs
Underline the adverbs in the following sentences.
1. Jeff and Judy hastily read the book so that they could go golfing.

2. Unfortunately, playing golf did not help them pass their math tests, and they failed miserably.
3. Their parents were so upset that they grounded them harshly, and Jeff’s girlfriend never saw him again.
	Conventions
(1)Although fully armed, the Seawolf, like the first nuclear submarine Nautilus was primarily an experimental vessel. (2) Seawolf was originally thought of publicly as a 'hunter-killer' sub, but in fact was intended to be a test plattform for the LMSR reactor and future sonar platforms. (3) Her future uses, however, would include covert opporations in foreign waters, the likes of which were never envisioned by admiral rickover.

Add commas where they are needed in sentence 1.



Tuesday, January 29, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
Screech! When a driver pushes on the brake pedal, it initiates a process that causes the vehicle to stop in motion. You literally trust automotive braking systems with your life every time you get into a vehicle or cross at a busy intersection, but how does this process work? It begins when the pedal is pushed. At this moment brake fluid is released into the area where the breaking mechanisms are. As the fluid collects, this creates a leverage, which causes a friction to be applied. If the breaking system is functioning properly, this friction will create a force that will cause the wheels to stop and allow you to reach your destination safely.
What is the author’s purpose for writing this paragraph?

	Vocabulary

Mark Nordenberg said to the Bomb Threateners, “We do not conduct ourselves that  way here at the University of Pittsbrurgh!”
What does the word Conduct mean in this sentence

Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what Conduct means. 


	Grammar
Complete the following section by adding an appropriate adjective in the blanks.
1. Mitchel is the  ______________ person to ever dunk a basketball.

2. Sunny days like this make me feel all _____________ fuzzy inside!

3. I fell asleep yesterday because I was ____________ tired after school.

4.  Mr. G’s ties are the _____________ ties in all of Propel. 
 
	Conventions
(1)Although fully armed, the Seawolf, like the first nuclear submarine Nautilus was primarily an experimental vessel. (2) Seawolf was originally thought of publicly as a 'hunter-killer' sub but in fact was intented to be a test plattform for the LMSR reactor and future sonar platforms. (3) Her future uses, however, would include covert opporations in foreign waters, the likes of which were never envisioned by admiral rickover.
Correct the spelling errors in sentence 3



Wednesday, January 30, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Fact and Opinion

Malcolm McCormick (Mac Miller) was born in the Point Breeze Section of Pittsburgh. Miller chose his stage name as a tribute to his brother’s first name Miller. Miller got serious about his hip hop career when he was attending Taylor Allderdice High School. This is where he met and befriended fellow Pittsburgh rapper Wiz Khalifa.
Which of the following statements about the passage is an opinion?
a. Wiz Khalifa and Mac Miller are friends
b. Mac Miller is the best rapper to come out of Pittsburgh

c. Mac Miller is a graduate of Taylor Allderdice

d. Mac Miller’s brother is named Miller McCormick
	Vocabulary

Myron Cope, the creator of the Terrible Towel, donated the rights to the Terrible Towel to the Allegheny Valley School, which cares for students with mental disabilities. Proceeds from the sale of the towel has made over $3million for the school.
What does the word proceeds mean in the sentence above?


	Grammar
Who or Whom? (Trick…can substitute he, she, they, or we for

WHO and him, her, or them for WHOM)
1. The parents of that baby, (whoever, whomever) they are, shouldn’t leave it alone. 
2. (Who, Whom) is the president of student government?
3. “Any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know for (who, whom) the bells tolls; it tolls for thee.” -John Donne
4. Susan is the chef (who, whom) will create an exquisite menu for our ten-year reunion.

	Conventions
(1)Although fully armed, the Seawolf, like the first nuclear submarine Nautilus was primarily an experimental vessel. (2) Seawolf was originally thought of publicly as a 'hunter-killer' sub but in fact was intented to be a test plattform for the LMSR reactor and future sonar platforms. (3) Her future uses, however, would include covert opporations in foreign waters, the likes of which were never envisioned by admiral rickover.
Correct the spelling errors in sentence 2




Thursday, January 31, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Inferences
 Kyle ran into his house and slammed the door behind him. He paused with his back to the wall and tried to catch his breath. The puppy in his coat struggled to get out. Kyle looked out the window worriedly, but he saw that nobody was coming. Then he let the puppy out of his jacket. The puppy yelped while Kyle took the collar off of him. He threw the collar in an old soup can in the trash, carefully flipping over the can. The dog looked around nervously.
Why did Kyle put the collar in the soup can?

Underline one clue that helped you determine this.
	Vocabulary

Mothers believe that washing their sons mother out with soap when they swear will deter them from swearing.
What does the word  deter mean in the sentence above?
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Grammar
Underline the adjectives in the following sentences.

1. The overbearing parents never let their only son do anything. 
2. The old high school had to be replaced because it was too outdated.
3. Walking out of the tent and feeling the chill of the cold air made me miss my warm sleeping bag.

	Conventions
(1) During the american Revolution, the American Colonists put a chain on the Hudson river. (2) The reason that the Colonists did this was to block the Brittish from entering New York Harber.
Correct the capitalization errors in sentence 1



Friday, February 1, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Author’s Purpose
Many people believe that the end of the world will happen on December 21, 2012 because that is the date that the Mayan Calendar expires. However, the Mayans did not account for a leap year. This means that the end of the world should have already happened in July 2011. 
Why did the author write this passage.

A. To explain the Mayan Calendar 
B. To convince us that the world has already ended

C. If the Mayans were so good at predicting the end of civilizations why didn’t they predict the end of their own.

D. To prove that the world would not end on December 21, 2012.
Underline one supporting detail


	Vocabulary

Chelsea’s failing test grade was such a deviation from her usual straight As.
The word deviation in the sentence above means…
a. Normal
b. Different
c. Similar 
d. Standard 
Underline one clue that helped you determine the meaning?



	Grammar
Pick the answer that puts the adjectives in the proper order!!

1. Listenin' late last night, I heard the screen door slam and a ____________ took my girl away
A. big yellow taxi
B. yellow big taxi
C. taxi big yellow
2. Please recycle those ________ bottles.

A. three water empty

B.   three empty water

C.   water empty three
	Conventions

(1) During the american Revolution, the American Colonists put a chain on the Hudson river. (2) The reason that the Colonists did this was to block the Brittish from entering New York Harber.

Correct the capitalization errors in sentence 1




