Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday, March 6, 2014
	Skills and Strategies:  Main idea

Maria is watching too much television. A toddler shouldn’t be spending hours staring blankly at a screen. Worse yet, some of her wild behavior has been inspired by those awful cartoons she watches. We need to spend more time reading books with her and pull the plug on the TV!

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

a. Watching a lot of television isn’t good for Maria.
b. Books are good.
c. All cartoons are bad.
d. Some cartoons are bad for Maria.


	Vocabulary

The nefarious king was known for locking prisoners in the dungeon without food or water; however, the king decided later that he should be more kindhearted if he wanted his subjects to like him.
What does the work “nefarious” mean as used in this passage? 

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?



	Figurative Language

I ain't got nothing but love, babe / Eight days a week.
What type of figurative language is used in the phrase above?

What does this expression mean?
	Editing

Rewrite the following sentences correctly.
angela and me asked tim to bring them pics to we after class tomorrow

my parents plane leafs at 3:00 and im taking thems to the airport



Thursday, March 7, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion

Write F if the statement is a fact, and write O if the statement is an opinion.
______ Rock music lyrics are more poetic than rap lyrics.
______ There are more cell phones in Japan than there are people.

______ It is much harder for someone who is 16 to raise a child than it is for someone that is 30 or older.

______ Playing video games is more fun than doing homework.
	Vocabulary

She felt a lot of trepidation about the decision.  Her heart was beating fast, and her palms began to sweat.
What is the meaning of the word “trepidation” as used in the passage above?
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Grammar:  There, Their, and They’re
Fill in the blanks in these sentences with the appropriate form: they’re, their, there.  

1.  ____________  dog is an annoying mutt. 
2.  ____________  once was a bird called a Dodo. 
3.  My aunt and uncle are arriving tomorrow. _______________ coming from    

     California. 
4.  Many years ago _______________   were not any cars, so people used to   travel by horse and carriage.
	Editing

Rewrite the sentences below correctly.
Jill and hers roommate buyed bread orange juice and ice cream at the deli

Hes really worryed about geting the write answers on his test


Friday, March 8, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Main Idea
Screech!  When a driver pushes on the brake pedal, it initiates a process that causes the vehicle to stop in motion.  You literally trust automotive braking systems with your life every time you get into a vehicle or cross at a busy intersection, but how does this process work?  It begins when the pedal is pushed.  At this moment brake fluid is released into the area where the breaking mechanisms are.  As the fluid collects, this creates a leverage, which causes a friction to be applied.  If the breaking system is functioning properly, this friction will create a force that will cause the wheels to stop and allow you to reach your destination safely.  
What is the main idea of this passage?  Explain.


	Vocabulary

All of Sarah’s friends felt sorry for her when her dog died.  When Sarah cried, they all went to her house to commiserate with her.
In the passage what does “commiserate” mean? 

A) sympathize
B) cry

C) ignore

D) make her forget
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?



	Figurative Language

I have a flat tire. Can you give me a hand?

What does “give me a hand” mean in the sentence above? EXPLAIN!

A) To give a handshake 

B) To change clothes 

C) To ignore 

D) To help out

	Conventions
Alexander Graham Bell began to teach deaf children in 1863.  Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1875.
What is the best way to combine the sentences above?

a.  Alexander Graham Bell began to teach deaf children in 1863 and Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1875.

b. Alexander Graham Bell began to teach deaf children in 1863 when he invented the telephone in 1875.

c. Beginning to teach deaf children in 1863, Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1875.

d. Alexander Graham Bell began to teach deaf children in 1863 and invented the telephone in 1875.




