Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday May 6, 2013
	Skills and Strategies:  Author’s Purpose
When track star Nora James races, she usually finishes first. What makes Nora a winner? “Every morning I work out at the track for two hours,” says Nora. “But first I eat a bowl of Zingers with milk.”

Zingers are a delicious blend of oats, rice, corn, and just a touch

of honey. These crunchy, golden squares stay crisp to the last spoonful. And just one bowl of Zingers gives you a whole day’s supply of ten important vitamins. So if you want to be a winner like Nora James, start your day with Zingers!

What is the best reason to eat Zingers for breakfast?

a) Nora James eats Zingers every morning.

b) Zingers supply ten important vitamins.

c) You might win something.

d) Zingers are square and golden.
	Vocabulary

Even when the police officers put the handcuffs on my mother, she maintained her dignity, holding her head up high as she was marched off to jail.
What is the definition of dignity?

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

	Choose the correct preposition to complete the sentence.

1. Joe threw the football __________ Marcus. 

2. Marcus ran ___________ the field and ___________ the end zone.

3. The boys celebrated _________________ their teammates ____________ the game.


	Conventions

Choose the form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with subject.

1. Learning about clouds (help, helps) you predict the weather.
2. Some of the books that I used in my report about weather (give, gives) detailed information about clouds.
3. Water droplets and ice crystals (form, forms) clouds.



Tuesday, May 7, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Fact and Opinion
When track star Nora James races, she usually finishes first. What makes Nora a winner? “Every morning I work out at the track for two hours,” says Nora. “But first I eat a bowl of Zingers with milk.”

Zingers are a delicious blend of oats, rice, corn, and just a touch

of honey. These crunchy, golden squares stay crisp to the last spoonful. And just one bowl of Zingers gives you a whole day’s supply of ten important vitamins. So if you want to be a winner like Nora James, start your day with Zingers!

Which idea from this passage is an opinion?

a) Nora usually wins her races.

b) Nora works out every morning.

c) Zingers taste delicious.

d) Zingers are made with honey.
	Vocabulary

John was so hungry that he didn’t leave a single particle of the muffin on the plate.

What is the definition of particle?

\What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

	Grammar
Write 5 sentences containing prepositions. Circle the prepositions. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 
	Conventions

Choose the form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with subject.

1. Many of us (like, likes) to look for faces and familiar shapes in clouds overhead.
2. One of the most common type of clouds (is, are) the cumulonimbus.
3. People often (call, calls) these clouds thunderstorm clouds.



Wednesday May 8, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Fact and Opinion
When track star Nora James races, she usually finishes first. What makes Nora a winner? “Every morning I work out at the track for two hours,” says Nora. “But first I eat a bowl of Zingers with milk.”

Zingers are a delicious blend of oats, rice, corn, and just a touch

of honey. These crunchy, golden squares stay crisp to the last spoonful. And just one bowl of Zingers gives you a whole day’s supply of ten important vitamins. So if you want to be a winner like Nora James, start your day with Zingers!

The author’s purpose in this passage is to

a) persuade you to buy Zingers. 

b) tell a funny story.

c) explain how cereal is made. 

d) give information about Nora James.
	Vocabulary

Cassie took her time when she wrote in cursive, slowly making each word out of an elegant series of arcs and loops.  
What is the definition of elegant?

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

	Grammar

Circle the correct coordinating conjunction to complete each sentence.  

Should I take a plane (for    or) a train to get to Chicago?

The theater was crowded, (or   yet) I could still see everything.

We took the long (for   but) beautiful trail to the mountain top. 
	Conventions

Choose the form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with subject.

1. Clouds of this kind (produce, produces) tornadoes and hail at times.
2. My friends Rayshawn and Summari (don’t, doesn’t) remember the name of the cloud formations that look like wisps of cotton.
3. Several of the cirrus clouds (was,  were) in the sky yesterday. 



Thursday, May 9. 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Fact and Opinion
Mayor Nichols has talked about tearing down the Wilbur Hotel tomake room for a parking garage. This is a terrible idea! The Wilbur is an important part of our town’s history. We should preserve it instead of tearing it down.
Today the Wilbur is empty and boarded up, but it was once the loveliest building on Main Street. The hotel had comfortable rooms and a terrific restaurant. Famous people, including two presidential candidates, stayed there. Our town was proud of the Wilbur.
Is the Wilbur doomed for sure? Not if concerned citizens can find a way to restore and reopen it. If you think the Wilbur should be saved, make sure Mayor Nichols hears from you!

The author mentions that two presidential candidates stayed at the Wilbur as evidence to support the idea that
a) citizens should vote. 

b) the town is famous.

c) the Wilbur was a fine hotel. 

d) the Wilbur had lots of rooms.


	Vocabulary

Kevin thought that it was a great injustice that girls could wear earrings in the school while the boys could not.     

What is the definition of injustice?

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

	Grammar

Choose the correct coordinating conjunction to complete the sentence (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). 
1. Choosing a major can be a difficult __________ important decision.
2. Dana had to decide if she wanted to study biology ___________ political science for the next three years.
3. You have to make a decision now, ______________ you can change your mind later on if you want.
4. Bill changed his mind after two years of studying engineering, ___________ now he has to take a few extra classes.

	Conventions

Choose the form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with subject.

1. Stratus clouds, which often produce drizzle, (look, looks) like smooth sheets.

2. The basic types of clouds, (include, includes) cumulus, nimbus, stratus, and cirrus.

3. Many cloud names (combine, combines) these basic names.


Friday, March 10, 2013
	Skills and Strategies: Main Idea
A Red, Red Rose by Robert Burns

Oh, my love’s like a red, red rose,

That’s newly sprung in June;

Oh, my love is like the melody

That’s sweetly played in tune.

As fair as you, my bonnie girl,

So deep in love am I;

And I will love thee still, my dear,

‘Till all the seas go dry.

‘Till all the seas go dry, my dear.

And the rocks melt with the sun;

I will love you still my dear,

While the sands of life will run.

And you’ll do well, my only love,

And you’ll do well, all while!

And I will come again, my love,

If it’s ten thousand miles!


Which statement BEST describes the main theme of the poem?

a) Love is like a rose

b) Loves comes at a price

c) Love adds nothing to life

d) Love is a powerful force

	Vocabulary

Even though John had a good job and a nice family, he yearned for more. 
What is the definition of yearn?

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

	Grammar
Choose the correct coordinating conjunction to complete the sentence (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)
1. My mom said I had to clean my room, ____________ I really wanted to watch a movie instead.
2. I offered my brother 5 dollars, ____________ he said he would do it.
3. I enjoyed the movie while he cleaned, _______________ he sure did make a lot of noise. 
4. I checked on him after he was done, __________ boy, was I surprised.
5. He had taken my TV, Xbox, stereo, and computer __________ put them in his room!
6. He had totally tricked me, __________ my room was very clean. 

	Conventions

Choose the form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with subject.

1. A cumulonimbus cloud (have, has) combined characteristics of cumulus and nimbus.

2. Another type of cloud, which combines features of nimbus and stratus clouds (are, is) called a nimbostratus.

3. Other combinations (take, takes) the names stratocumulus and cirrocstartus.


