Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, October 29, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
On January 2, 2007, Wesley Autrey was standing in a subway station in New York City with his two daughters.  As they waited for their train to arrive, a youn man next to them had a seizure.  Autrey watched as the man stumbled off the subway platform and onto the grimy subway tracks.  In the distance, Autrey could see the lights of a subway train hurtling toward the man.  He knew that this would definitely be a lethal situation if he didn’t do something.  While a crowd of bystanders looked on, Autrey jumped off the platform.  He tried to lift the man back onto the platform, but there was not enough time:  the train was moving too quickly.  Thinking fast, Autrey made an astute decision to move the man between the tracks.  As the train approached, Autrey dropped to the ground and protected the young man with his body.  He continued to hold the man down as the subway rushed over them, a mere inch above his head.  If it weren’t for Autrey’s bravery, the young man would have certainly been a casualty. .
Which of the following is the best main idea of the paragraph?
a. A man had a seizure and almost got hit by a train.
b. Wesley Autrey was brave.
c. The New York subway is a dangerous place.
d.  Wesley Autrey risked his life in order to save a man who was in danger.  
What is one supporting detail?

	Vocabulary

Jeff spoke slowly, “I would like your permission to initiate a new program through this club, but I think it may take a while to get it started.”
What does the word initiate mean in the sentence above?

a. finish               b. advertise         c. begin             d. celebrate

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Literary Devices
What is hyperbole?

Which sentence below is an example of hyperbole?

a. One staff member recycling paper is better than none.

b. I know you’re so busy you barely have time to breathe.

c. He likes the idea of a club that is about a very big issue.
d.  I think that this is a mission I can honestly support.
	Conventions
Cross out the unnecessary words in the passage below.

According to popular beliefs, it is thought that mermaids are half human and half fish, made up of two different animals.  The legends describe beautiful, singing creatures that attracted the attention of passing sailors sailing by, so the stories say.  The sailors would become distracted by the mermaids, the distractions causing their ships to crash on the rocks.  



Tuesday, October 30, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion
An iguana is a large lizard found in tropical Central and South America and in the Galapagos Islands.  The common iguana lives in trees along streams.  This bright green lizard has a crest of spines that run down its back from the neck to its striped tail.  The tail is extraordinarily long, taking up two-thirds of the lizard’s total length.  

List three facts from the passage you just read.

1.

2. 

3. 


	Vocabulary

 In which word does “pre-“ mean the same as it does in “prevent”? 
a. preach
b. predict

c. pretty

d. pretzel

How do you know that your answer is correct?


	Literary Devices
What is onomatopoeia? 

Circle the examples of onomatopoeia in the poem below.

Draped in a cape – a towel beneath my chin.

Snip-snip, clip-cip!

Scissors begin.

Zizz goes the razor.

Hair slips to the floor.

“Scuffle-duffle!” says the broom.

“Ding-dong!” says the door.

“When,” asks a man, “can you cut my hair?”

 
	Conventions
Edit the passage below.
weightlifting has been around for hundreds of years dating back to ancient greece and egypt?  it was featured in the first modern olympic games in athens grease in 1896  



Wednesday, October 31, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Sequence
Circle the sentence that is out of sequence in the passage below.
In 1947, John Green began his career as a news reporter.  At that time, he thought the Bigfoot sightings were just tall tales.  By 2001, he had gathered over 4,000 reports of incidents involving some large creature.  However, over the next ten years, many people he respected had claimed to see the creature.  Then, in late 1958, he saw cast of 16-inch footprints for himself.  That inspired him to investigate Bigfoot sightings.  All his research led him to take the claims about Bigfoot much more seriously. 

Explain why you choose the sentence you did.

	Vocabulary

Nature carves a deep niche.
A chasm splitting the earth,

Cradling the river in its bed,

Marking time in layers of rock.

What does the word chasm mean?
a.  knife        b.  canyon         c.  noise        d.  tractor 
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning.



	Literary Devices
What is personification?
Underline two examples of personification in the poem below.
Hey diddle, diddle
The cat and the fiddle, 

The cow jumped over the moon; 

The little dog laughed 

To see such a sight,

And the dish ran away with the spoon.  

How do you know that what you underlined is personification?


	Conventions
Add correct punctuation to the sentence below.
Aarrrr growled Captain Jack gimme yer loot or ye’ll walk the plank


 


Thursday, November 1, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Drawing Conclusions
Some scientists believe the tsunami was able to cause such extreme devastation because of human negligence.  The earthquake hit several hours before the waves reached the shores.  A tsunami warning system could have detected the earthquake and alerted people to move to higher land before the waves hit.  In 2006, such a system was finally put into place.  Hopefully, the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning System will help to ensure that such a dismal tragedy never occurs again.
Based on the information in this paragraph, you can tell that…

a. a tsunami warning system could have been established before 2004

b. some scientists believe the earthquake was caused by humans.

c. No one could have predicted the tsunami was going to occur.

d. The tsunami warning system has yet to be built.

Underline one clue in the passage to support your answer. 

	Vocabulary

He slashes through the thick jungle foliage sending plant shreds flying as the enemy closes in.
What does the word foliage mean in the paragraph above?
a. fog      b. houses     c. leaves     d. scent
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Literary Devices
Alliteration is the repetition of the initial consonant.  There should be at least two repetitions in a row.  (Ex.  Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.) 
In the space below, write the longest alliterative sentence you can – be sure it makes sense, though.


	Conventions
Circle the words that need capital letters.
even though flags differed greatly from sip to ship, the name jolly roger is given to all pirate flags.




Friday, November 2, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Making Inferences

   On January 2, 2007, Wesley Autrey was standing in a subway station in New York City with his two daughters.  As they waited for their train to arrive, a youn man next to them had a seizure.  Autrey watched as the man stumbled off the subway platform and onto the grimy subway tracks.  In the distance, Autrey could see the lights of a subway train hurtling toward the man.  He knew that this would definitely be a lethal situation if he didn’t do something.  While a crowd of bystanders looked on, Autrey jumped off the platform.  He tried to lift the man back onto the platform, but there was not enough time:  the train was moving too quickly.  Thinking fast, Autrey made an astute decision to move the man between the tracks.  As the train approached, Autrey dropped to the ground and protected the young man with his body.  He continued to hold the man down as the subway rushed over them, a mere inch above his head.  If it weren’t for Autrey’s bravery, the young man would have certainly been a casualty. 
Why, most likely, did Autrey move the young man to between the tracks?

a. The train conductor told Autrey to move the young man.

b. The high-voltage third rail wasn’t activated.

c. Both the young man and Autrey would have been crushed otherwise.

d. The train was moving on a different set of tracks.

Underline one clue in the passage to support your answer. 


	Vocabulary

Quicksand also does not possess the power of suction.  However, the vision of the hero standing knee deep in wet sand is not nearly as thrilling.
What is the definition of vision as it is used in the passage above?

a. Eyesight   

b. Ability to plan for the future

c. Something beautiful

d. Mental picture
What is one clue that helped you determine the definition?


	Literary Devices
What is a simile?

Write an ‘S’ on the line next to each sentence below that contains a simile.
____ She is as sweet as candy.

____ The bar of soap was a slippery eel.  

____ He is as thin as a rail.

____ My dad is a bear when he is hungry.


	Conventions
Edit the sentence below.
Pecos bill the gratest cowboy of all time fell out of his familys wagon and wuz left behind read the teacher to her students.




