Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday , October 8, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
     The peanut is a humble plant with hundreds of functions. Most peanuts are roasted in their shells and lightly salted. About half the peanuts eaten in the United States are ground into a thick paste called peanut butter. The rich oil made from peanuts is good for frying foods and is used for oiling machines and making soaps and paint. Even peanut shells are used to make plastics and to fertilize soil. 
Which of the following is the best main idea of the letter?
a. why peanut oil is used for frying
b. how much peanut butter is eaten in the United States
c. about the many uses of the peanut
d. why peanut shells make good fertilizer

	Vocabulary

No doubt you have read about exciting new buildings designed by famous architects. But did you know that most buildings are made for everyday use by ordinary people? Many types of homes are built in a vernacular style. This means their design is traditional to the group that builds them. For example, the Pueblo in the Southwest use adobe homes to shield people from the sun. Many pioneers cut the soil into blocks to build sod houses on the treeless plains. In wooded areas, settlers put up log homes similar to those they had used back in Europe.  
What does the word vernacular mean in the sentence above?

a. particular design     
b. spectacular design
c. contemporary model
d. native to a culture. 
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Figurative Language
And Ma, with only Great- uncle Floyd, 

old as ancient Indian bones, 

and mean as a rattler, 

rotting away in the room down in Dallas. 
In the excerpt from Out of the Dust,  “Great – uncle Floyd, old as ancient Indian bones” is an example of …

a. a simile.

b. a metaphor.

c. an idiom.

d. a hyperbole.

	Conventions
Cross out the five spelling mistakes and correct them. Then rewrite the sentence. 
A camelion can move its eyes in two different direcshuns at the same tyme.



Tuesday, October 9, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion
You should thank the Navajos. During World War II, 350 of them worked as code talkers. They sent messages in the Navajo language for the American military. Both sides used codes during the war, but most codes can eventually be broken. You have to be brilliant to break a code. However, little of the Navajo language had ever been written down, it was hard to learn, and it was very different from other languages. So although many radio messages were intercepted, the enemy couldn’t break the Navajo code. 
Write fact or opinion next to each sentence.
You should thank the Navajos. ______________
They sent messages in the Navajo language for the American military. ____________

	Vocabulary

Are you good at skipping stones? Some people have the knack and others are clueless. Researches did some tests to see what it takes. First locate a flat, round stone. When you throw it, add some spin to keep it stable. The heavier the stone, the fast it must be tossed. If it is below a certain velocity, the stone will sink. 
What is the meaning of the word velocity in the sentence above?

a. sea level
b. wave height
c. speed
d. time of day
How do you know that your answer is correct?


	Figurative Language
Animal tails tell many tales. 
The sentence above is an example of what kind of figurative language?
a. metaphor
b. personification
c. simile
d. hyperbole
What is the meaning of the figurative language in your own words. 
 
	Conventions
Fill in the blank with the past tense form of the verb. 
Mildred Moneybags (go) _________ outside with her purse open. She (hear)  

____________ there would be some change in the weather!


Wednesday October 10, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Sequence
Producing gasoline that runs cars and trucks is hard work. First, wells are drilled deep into the earth. Then the oil is pumped out of the ground and taken to large refineries. There it is heated to 400 degrees Celsius in special furnaces. This high temperature causes the oil to boil and become a mixture of gases. Then the mixture is carried to the bottom of a larger tower. There the different parts of the mixture cool on the way to the top and become the liquid we know as gasoline. The liquid is collected and stored in tanks. Finally it is delivered to service stations.  
Which of these events happened first?

a. Oil is heated in furnaces
b. Gasoline is sent to service stations.

c. Oil is pumped from the ground.
What happens just before the oil becomes a mixture of gases?
a. The oil is heated.
b. The mixture cools.
c. The oil boils.
d. The wells are drilled. 

	Vocabulary

The polar bear is larger than its ursine cousins, the grizzly and the black bear. 
Which definition of ursine is used in the sentence?
a. Berry eating
b. bearlike
c. unbearable
d. barren
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Figurative Language

Each fall, monarch butterflies migrate from northern regions to warmer areas further south. These butterflies always go to the same place. Often they rest in the same trees, painting the green branches a vivid orange. A monarch can fly up to 12 miles an hour and cover almost 100 miles a day. Sometimes more than 1,000 monarchs travel together. The migrating butterflies head for Florida, Southern California, and Mexico. There, they enjoy warm winter vacations. 
The underlined words in this paragraph are an example of figurative language called:
a. metaphor
b. personification
c. simile
d. hyperbole
Find and underline another example of figurative language in the paragraph. This example is called __________________

	Conventions
Use proofreading marks to insert the proper punctuation and mark any items that need capitalized. 
When neil Armstrong set foot on the moon he said that’s one small step for a man 
one giant leap for mankind

Who said it ain’t over till its over Yogi berra did


Thursday, October 11, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Drawing Conclusions
The abacus us an ancient device made of beads that slide on sticks. It is widely through that the abacus was used by storekeepers and money changers only in Asia. In fact, the abacus was also used in ancient Rome and Greece. The Russian scientists who launched the spacecraft Sputnik also used an abacus to do their calculations. 
From the story you can tell that an abacus 
a. is used to print money
b. is used to do math
c. is an invention of the Greeks.

d. is no longer used today
Underline one clue in the passage to support your answer above.

	Vocabulary

Watch out for cyclones! These violent tropical storms can cause enormous ______________. Other names for cyclones are hurricanes and typhoons. They usually begin in areas of low pressure near the equator where the sea is especially warm. Warm air rushes toward these areas and swirls upward in circles over the sea. Within the center of this spinning mass is the eye of the storm. Around the eye rage fierce winds and torrential rains. When cyclones hit land, they can flatten buildings, rip roofs off and wash away roads.
The best word for the blank in this paragraph is

a. wonder

b. moisture

c. destruction

d. deafening
In this paragraph the word torrential must mean

a. soft and gentle

b. Very heavy

c. slow and steady

d. really warm

What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Figurative Language
The language of William Shakespeare is full of figures of speech. In fact, it is Shakespeare’s extraordinary use of language that made him such a great writer. For example, in the play The Merry Wives of Windsor, a character says, “Why then, the world’s mine oyster.” In another play, call Antony and Cleopatra, Cleopatra speaks of her love and respect for Antony with these words: “His legs bestrid the ocean; his reared arm crested the world.”
The underlined words in this paragraph are an example of figurative language called
a. metaphor

b. personification

c. simile

d. hyperbole

These words compare __________________ to ____________________
Find and underline another example of figurative language in the paragraph. 

This example is called _________________________________

	Conventions
1Many people who think Albert Einstein was one of the smart people who had ever lived. 2 Einstein was a mathematician and physicist..  3 ___________he was a scientist.  
Which is the correct form of the adjective smart for sentence one?
a. smarter
b. smartest
c. more smarter

d. more smartest 
Which word best fits the blank space in sentence three?
a. Until
b. Because
c. Whenever
d. Although


Friday, October 12, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Point of View
France has long been known as a country where people are devoted to their dogs. At some Paris hotels, this is no exception. They offer many services just for the canine set. For example, there are trained dog groomers, charming dog toiletries, and even custom made beds for pampered pets. These wonderful hotels also provide round-the-clock room service for dogs, with a choice of healthy meals. Of course, dogs are welcome in the hotel restaurants, too. They can’t get in without their owners, though!
Which phrase best reflects the writer’s point of view?
a. Approving of the dog treatment
b. Upset with the hotels

c. Outraged about the attention dogs get
Which word in the passage is a clue to how the writer feels about the hotel services?
a. Wonderful

b. Healthy

c. Exception

d. provide


	Vocabulary

Castles in the Middle Ages had one main _________________. They were built for protection. The many people living within a castle worried about war at all times. 
The best word for the blank in this paragraph is

a. communal

b. purpose

c. delight

d. medieval

Which words are the wrong parts of speech? _______________________
____________________

Which word doesn’t make sense? _______________________


	Figurative Language
Standing in front of a tornado is as risky as jumping off a cliff. 
Ths is an example of what kind of figurative language? ____________________________
What is the author’s message in this example? ___________________________ ________________

	Conventions

People don’t seem to make light conversation anymore, he thought. Haven’t got the time, he supposed. Or just too preoccupied to be friendly. His smile widened as the bus pulled into the line of traffic. 

Things ____________________ looking better already.

Which word best completes the blank?

a. is
b. are
c. was
d. were
How do you know? ____________________________




