Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday , September 24. 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Main Idea
     The Freedom of Information Act requires the government to make available certain types of public information, including the various rules of government, court decisions, government manuals, and numerous types of government records. Under this act, any citizen can request nearly any type of information. However, there are certain types of information that the government does not release to the public because to do so would compromise national security. For example, the government does not release the names and photographs of secret agents, plans involving nuclear weapons, or certain types of information regarding ongoing investigations. The reason for that releasing such information could result in the failure of spy or military actions, the advancement of weapons of mass destructions, or the destruction of evidence needed to convict someone of a crime. 
What is the passage mainly about?
a. The government is required by the Freedom of Information Act to release to the public certain types of information. 
b. Military information is not a matter of public record
c. Secret agents are endangered by the Freedom of Information Act.
d. National security cannot be compromised by the Freedom of Information Act

	Vocabulary

The earliest museums were really cabinets of “curiosities.” They contained various things assembled by people of wealth. The first of these museums opened to the public in 1683 in Oxford, England. It was called the Ashmolean Museum. Its ____________ 
Included such curiosities as a stuffed dodo bird and a set of medieval armor. Visitors paid a fee upon leaving the museum. This fee was determined by the duration of the visitor’s stay in the museum admiring the exhibits. 
What does the word duration mean in the sentence above?

a. collection     
b. tourist
c. unique

d. ticket 
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Figurative Language
Identify the type of figurative language being used.
___________ Mackenzie was as tired- looking as wilted lettuce.

___________ Wilbur was a library of information.

___________ The tree roots slurped up the heavy rain. 

___________ Our cat Jinx ruled the entire household. 

	Conventions
Stop the other team from scoring fast break baskets. 

The sentence is not a correct sentence because it does not have
a. A subject
b. A verb
c. Describing words
d. Correct end punctuation



Tuesday, September 25, 2012
	Skills and Strategies:  Fact or Opinion
Pennsylvania is a great state for outdoor recreation. It has 116 state parks and 19 state forests. These are perfect for those who love camping and hiking. The eastern border of the state is the Delaware river, and the Susquehanna runs through its center, providing opportunities for fishing, boating, and other water sports. There are more than 300 lakes in Pennsylvania, and the northwest tip of the state reaches Lake Erie, which provides the state with miles of beaches. The possibilities for water recreation are endless. The state has glorious mountains. Ski enthusiast flock to the Poconos for the best skiing around. The vast Appalachian mountains also run through the state and the Blue Ridge Mountains can also be found in Pennsylvania. The Appalachian Trail, which is 2,158 miles long in total, runs through Pennsylvania and 13 other states. In six months you could hike the whole thing, or, in that same time, you could hike, camp, ski, and swim, all in Pennsylvania. 
Which of the following statements from the passage expresses an opinion?
a. There are more than 300 lakes in Pennsylvania
b. The Appalachian Trail, which is 2,158 miles long in total, runs through Pennsylvania and 13 other states. 

c. Pennsylvania is a great state for outdoor recreations.

d. The eastern border of the state is the Delaware River.

	Vocabulary

The earliest museums were really cabinets of “curiosities.” They contained various things assembled by people of wealth. The first of these museums opened to the public in 1683 in Oxford, England. It was called the Ashmolean Museum. Its ____________ Included such curiosities as a stuffed dodo bird and a set of medieval armor. Visitors paid a fee upon leaving the museum. This fee was determined by the duration of the visitor’s stay in the museum admiring the exhibits. 
In this paragraph the word duration must mean
a. other guests
b. amount of fun
c. length of time
d. kind of place
Underline a word or phrase that helped you determine what duration meant. 


	Figurative Language
You could see the traffic for miles ahead. Every few minutes the cars would move a couple of feet, then come to a halt. “This is awful!” wept Andrea. “We’ll never get home. The cars are lined up all the way to the West Coast!”
Identify the type of figurative language represented in the underlined words. 

a. Simile

b. Metaphor

c. Personification

d. Hyperbole

Explain what the figure of speech means. 
 
	Conventions
Read the following sentence.
Ira may shoot the ball if he is not being guarded, so his main job is to pass to Jamal and their other teammates. 
Which is the best word to replace so in the sentence?
a. Or

b. If

c. And

d. but


Wednesday September 26, 2012
	Pennsylvania is a great state for outdoor recreation. It has 116 state parks and 19 state forests. These are perfect for those who love camping and hiking. The eastern border of the state is the Delaware river, and the Susquehanna runs through its center, providing opportunities for fishing, boating, and other water sports. There are more than 300 lakes in Pennsylvania, and the northwest tip of the state reaches Lake Erie, which provides the state with miles of beaches. The possibilities for water recreation are endless. The state has glorious mountains. Ski enthusiast flock to the Poconos for the best skiing around. The vast Appalachian mountains also run through the state and the Blue Ridge Mountains can also be found in Pennsylvania. The Appalachian Trail, which is 2,158 miles long in total, runs through Pennsylvania and 13 other states. In six months you could hike the whole thing, or, in that same time, you could hike, camp, ski, and swim, all in Pennsylvania. 
Which of the following statements from the passage expresses a fact?

a. It has 116 state parks and 19 state forests.

b. These are perfect for those who love camping and hiking.
c. Ski enthusiasts flock to the Poconos for the best skiing around.
d. The state has glorious mountains.

	Vocabulary

For hundreds of years, the Uro Indians of Peru have used the totora plant for many things. This plant, a kind of reed, grows in the water. The Uro ______________ on it as a source of food, building material, medicine, and fuel. The Indians use the totora to form islands in a lake. They then build their homes from the totora plant on the islands. These floating homelands require a lot of upkeep, though. As the totora plants rot in the water, the Uro must constantly replenish them with fresh reeds.  
The best word for the blank in this sentence is
a. cultivate
b. cultural
c. dominate
d. depend
In this paragraph, the word replenish must mean
a. fertilize

b. replace

c. go through

d. resemble


	Figurative Language

The Chinese New York lasts 15 days and is observed by Chinese communities the world over. During this time, many special traditions are followed. One is the popular Dragon Dance, when people in a dragon costume twist and prance thorough the streets. On the last day of the New year, when the full moon rises, the Chinese celebrate the Lantern Festival. Thousands of paper and silk lanterns twinkle in the dark like magic stars. This happy night embraces the New Year. 
The underlined words in this paragraph are an example of figurative language called:
a. metaphor
b. personification
c. simile
d. hyperbole
Find and underline another example of figurative language in the paragraph. This example is called __________________

	Conventions
Which is not a complete sentence?
a. People from all over the United States and other countries flocked to California to get rich.
b. The trip was long and difficult in those days.
c. The railroad line ended in the Midwest.
d. From there, had to walk or ride on horseback or in wagons. 
What is it missing?


Thursday, September 27, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Author’s Purpose
 Once you see Philadelphia, you’ll never want to leave. Philadelphia has history, art, music, and theater. There is culture of all kinds and activities for all interests. See the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall; go shopping on South Street or Rittenhouse Square, see the Eagles soar at Lincoln Financial Field; visit the Philadelphia Museum of Art for a great new show; and catch a concert at the Kimmel Center. Your whole family will enjoy the Philadelphia Zoo, and you’ll need to spend a day strolling at Chestnut Hill. Oh and don’t forget to pick up the world’s best cheese steak on 9th street. Philadelphia has it all. 
Why did the author write this passage?
a. to convince the reader that Philadelphia is a great place to visit
b. to inform the reader about the best place to get a cheese steak
c. to teach the reader about Philadelphia history.
d. to give the reader advice on how to save money when visiting Philadelphia

	Vocabulary

President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1883-1945) loved trees. As a boy, he took great interest in his family’s land in Hyde Park, New York. He learned the importance of _________ the land. Later, as president, he created job programs for unemployed people in the field of conservation. During the early 1930’s, catastrophic dust storms has stripped away valuable soil in the Great Plains. Roosevelt’s programs taught farmers how to protect the soil and how to plant trees as windbreakers to keep the soil from blowing away.  
The best word for the blank in this paragraph is

a. destroying
b. preserving
c. encouraging
d. delicate
In this paragraph the word catastrophic must mean

a. drought resistant
b. really disastrous
c. rather mild
d. greatly welcomed
What is one clue that helped you determine the meaning?


	Figurative Language
Do you like a little salt on your food? Many people food without salt is like eating cardboard. But throughout history, salt has been important nor for its flavor but as a way to preserve food. Before there were freezers and refrigerators, meat, and fish quickly become rotten. So people soaked or rubbed these foods in salt to keep them from going bad. As a result, salt became as valuable as gold. In fact, soldiers in ancient Rome received part of their wages in salt.
The underlined words in this paragraph are an example of figurative language called
a. metaphor

b. personification

c. simile

d. hyperbole

These words compare __________________ to ____________________
Find and underline another example of figurative language in the paragraph. 

This example is called _________________________________
Write the meaning of the second figure speech in your own words. 


	Conventions
If gold was discovered in California in 1848, a gold rush began. 
Which words could best replace If in the sentence above?
a. In case
b. Just because
c. Shortly before
d. As soon as 



Friday, September 28, 2012
	Skills and Strategies: Cause and Effect
By modern standards, the first computer was huge. The Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer, ENIAC for short, consisted of 30 piece of equipment, 19,000 vacuum tubes. 1,500 relays and hundreds of thousands of resistors, capacitors, and inductors. It consumed nearly 200 kilowatts of electricity and weighed more than 30 tons. This “computer” was developed during the Second World War. It was large and cumbersome, but much faster than anything else available. This monstrosity would one day lead to the slim notebook computers we have today. Unlike the first computer, today’s models are light and portable. They need less power to operate and they are affordable for many. Today, computers are used for a wide variety of purposes. This differs from the first computer, which was intended for military use. 
Which of the following statements best represents the main idea of the passage?
a. The first computer was more useful than modern computers.
b. The first computer was gigantic, but not as practical as modern computers.
c. Today’s computers are more expensive than the first computer. 
d. The first computer could be put to more uses than today’s computers. 
A main difference between the first computer and modern ones is that
a. The first computer was intended for medical use
b. The first computer led to the development of modern computers
c. Modern computers use less electricity
d. Modern computers are mainly intended for school research.

	Vocabulary

Want to hear some wild music? Listen the CD of the Thai Elephant Orchestra. Elephants are known for their keen ability to make a wide range of sounds. The six animals in this groups play sturdy versions of Thai instruments. For their CD, they had five practice _______ and then began recording. The conductor told the elephants when to stop and start but let them play as they wished. The “musicians” improvised as they played. Proceeds from the sale of the CD go into a bank for orphan elephants.  
The best word for the blank in this paragraph is

a. instruments
b. composers
c. sessions
d. schedules



	Figurative Language
For many people, August is a day in the sun. It is a time to go to the beach or the mountains or the woods. With its warm, sunny weather, August invites people to play and relax. Some people also think that August is a good time to smile. These folks belong to the Secret Society of Happy People. On this group’s calendar, August is called the National Happiness Happens Month. How do you celebrate this month? Some people do funny things while others just smile a lot. No frowning faces are allowed!
The underlined words in this paragraph are an example of figurative language called
a. metaphor

b. personification

c. simile

d. hyperbole

These words compare two things. Name them. 

	Conventions

Read the following sentence.
In the 1800s, courageous young men dellievered mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento, California. 

Which word in sentence 6 is not spelled correctly?
a. Courageous should be courageous
b. Dellievered should be spelled delivered

c. Mail should be spelled male

d. To should be spelled too




